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Basic Grammatical Terms and Concepts

I.1 Subject and Predicate

Each sentence in classical Japanese is a relationship between the subject and the predi-
cate, in which the predicate (%%) makes a statement about the subject (Li%é). The sub-
ject usually is a nominal (such as a noun or pronoun), and the predicate usually is a verb,
an adjective, an adjectival verb, or a copula. The following are three basic subject +

predicate relationships:
1. Subject + verb. The verb indicates the action of the subject.

2
% & & 9. <. Hototogisu naku.
The cuckoo (hototogisu) sings (naku). (Makura, sec. 99, NKBT 19:149)

2. Subject + adjective. The adjective describes the state of the subject.

Hdafed

&5 L. Mine takashi.
The peak (mine) is high (takashi). (Kaidoki, SNKBT 51:108)
3. Subject + copula. The copula, which directly follows a noun, usually identifies the

subject.

N3

ﬁﬂ&i i E10. Ware wa ryiaé nari.

1 (ware) am (nari) the dragon king (ryid). (Konjaku, vol. 5, NKBT 22:371) (Here the
copula is the declarative verb nari, “to be,” which equates “I” with the “dragon king.")

In classical Japanese, the subject is often implied rather than stated.

1.2 Sentence Structure

1. Simple sentence. The subject and predicate appear only once.

LiZ &
i B ¥a. Shio michi-nu.
The tide (skio) has come in (michi-nu). (Tosa, NKBT 20:30)

e
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2. Parallel and complex sentences. The subject and predicate appear more than once,
in a parallel or subordinate relationship.

gzﬂitﬂi'o’ EIicT, %373: ﬂﬁﬁ%?& D> 3. Chichi wa naobito ni-te, haha

namu Fujiwara nari-keru.

The father (chichi) was an ordinary person (naobito), and the mother (haha) was a
Fujiwara. (Ise, sec. 10, NKBT 9:118)

%73 Elﬁ% &, 4 L. AME NADO FURU mo okashi.

The falling (furu) of the rain (ame) is wonderful (okashi). (Makura, sec. 1, NKBT
19:43) '

Kot s miEnsil, B D&zl Lt %5 F, HITONO KOKORO
SUNAQO NARA-NE-BA, itsuwari naki ni shi mo ara-zu.

Since (ba) the heart (kokoro) of a person is not frank (sunao), there is no (ara-zu)
absence (naki) of falseness (itsuwari). (Tsurezure, sec. 85, NKBT 30:158)

1.3 Autonomous Words and Dependent Forms

All words in classical Japanese belong to one of two broad categories: autonomous words

(égﬁ‘,’%) and dependent forms (ﬁj‘%ﬁi). Autonomous words can stand alone as -

independent words, but dependent forms cannot.

BeB59, Yuki mo fura-zu.
The snow (yuki) also (mo0) does not fall (fura-zu). (Sarashina, NKBT 20:515)

In this sentence, the subject, yuki (snow), and the verb, furu (to fall), are autonomous
words. But because the particle, mo (too), and the auxiliary verb, zu (which follows the
stem of the verb furu and negates it), do not make sense by themselves, they are called
dependent forms.

The function of these dependent forms (such as particles and auxiliary verbs) is
to connect autonomous words, to modify them, and to reveal the judgment of the
speaker.

i 2



Inflected and Noninflected Forms 1.4 13

| .4 Inflected and Noninflected Forms

Two general grammatical categories are inflected forms (ﬁﬁ%"’) and noninflected forms,
Inflected forms inflect, or conjugate, thereby altering the meaning of the word.

%75"@’. Kaka-zu.

“S/he does not write” (The mizenkei, or imperfective form, of the verb kaku, “to
write;” followed by the negative auxiliary verb zu.)

é%"(...Kaki-te...

“Writing . . . ” (The ren’yokei, or continuative form, of the verb kaku, “to write,” fol-
lowed by the conjunctive particle te.)

%H’ Kake!
“Write!” (The verb kaku, “to write,” in the meireikei, or imperative form.)

3L . : H‘L\’i"ib . . H’l:/‘-kﬁgﬁ L .
Verbs (EFl), adjectives (F6Z¥a), adjectival verbs (JEZ5&EF]), and auxiliary verbs
(ﬁﬁéj%‘é]) are inflected forms. Of these inflected forms, verbs, adjectives, and adjectival
verbs are autonomous words, but auxiliary verbs are dependent forms because they can-

not stand alone.

Bl Evsnl R L 2EC L

Nouns (%4 37), pronouns ({4 ), adverbs (El/FH), conjunctions (&ﬁ%‘?j), attribu-
ALY DAESL Ll

tive words (Eﬁ;ﬁ_ﬁl‘lj), interjections (ﬁﬁ%ﬁ), and particles (Ejfﬁ) are noninflected forms.
Of these noninflected forms, nouns, pronouns, adverbs, conjunctions, attributive words,
and interjections are autonomous words, but particles are dependent forms. Non-
inflected forms that can function as the subject of a sentence (nouns and pronouns) are

) ByNTh
referred to as nominals ({2!:;_—5.‘).

Inflected forms

Autonomous words  Verbs % { (to write)
Adjectives % L (high)
Adjectival verbs gi)‘ﬁ' D (quiet)

Dependent forms Auxiliary verbs g (negation)
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Noninflected forms

Autonomous words Nouns R Z (mountain)
Pronouns Z Z (there)
Adverbs Ve (very)
Conjunctions L & (but)
Interjections 3 (myl)
Attributive words o3 (so-called)

Dependent forms Particles i< (at)

1.5 Inflected Autonomous Words

1. Verbs é}g%]) are inflected autonomous words that describe an action or a process.
(Except for rghen irregular verbs such as ari, “to be;” all verbs in the shiishiket, or
[~
final form, end with the vowel «.) For example, f%‘ { yuku (to go), ES?O hanatsu (to
let go).

2. Adjectives (%%E%]) are inflected antonomous words that describe a condition,
emotion, or character. (All adjectives in the shishikei, or final form, end with shi.)
For example, % U takashi (tall), 6% U utsukushi (adorable).

3. Adjectival verbs (%%éaﬁ) are inflected autonomous words that also describe a
condition, emotion, or character. (The shishikei, or final form, ends with one of the
copular auxiliary verbs tari or nari. Adjectival verbs often appear in the ren’yokei, or
continuative form, in which they function like adverbs and modify a verb.) For
example, Bnix D shizuka-nari (quiet), B4 7z O dodd-tari (dignified),

1.6 Inflected Dependent Forms

1. Auxiliary verbs (ﬁ;ﬁ%ﬁa%]) are inflected dependent forms that mainly follow verbs,
adjectives, and adjectival verbs, whose meaning they modify. (Some auxiliary verbs,
such as the copular nari, also follow nominals.) Examples of auxiliary verbs are ki
(recollective), mu (intentional/speculative), and zu (negative).

Wi 59", Ame fura-ZU.
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The rain (ame) does not fall (fura-zu). (Tosa, NKBT 20:38) (Fura is the mizenkei, or
imperfect form, of the verb furu, “to fall; and zu is a negative auxiliary verb indicating M
that the “rain does not fall’)

I.7 Noninflected Dependent Forms

L L
1. Particles (Bﬁ%ﬂ) such as mo, ga, ni, and te are noninflected dependent forms
indicating the relationship between autonomous words.

5o % .
£87 LU Yoshino NO yama

“the mountain of Yoshino”

| .8 Noninflected Autonomous Words

v ahin
1. Nouns (%z]) and pronouns ({kénﬁ) are nominals, or noninflected autonomous

words, which can function as the subject ofa sentence They can also be the object

of a transitive verb. For example, lJ.l (mountain), )51 (moon).

2. Adverbs (%fj%‘l:ﬁ]) are noninflected autonomous words that modify a verb, adjective,
or adjectival verb. For example, \* & (very), °%° (gradually), L i L (for a while).

&
mEOIFTV L BE LA L Bk&E 72D . Kakitsubata ITO omoshiroku saki-tari.
The irises (kakitsubata) were blooming (saki-tari) very (ito) beautifully (omoshiroku). a

(Ise, sec. 9, NKBT 9:116) (Here the adverb ito [very] modifies the adjective omo-
shiroshi [beautiful].)

3. Conjunctions (EFE@) are noninflected autonomous words connecting one clause
to another. In contrast to conjunctive particles (such as te or do), which are depen- 2
dent forms and cannot stand alone, conjunctions are autonomous words. For |

example, LA>% (furthermore), Eh L (but). o
g ~ 4
< féfa)ﬁﬁﬂ’wi%ﬁ?_f LT Lhddb t@?}zbiﬁ 53", Yuku kawa no nagare

wa tae-zu-shite, SHIKAMO moto no mizu ni ara-zu.

The flow (nagare) of the passing river (yuku kawa) is unending (tae-zu) and at the ;

same time (shite); furthermore (shikamo), it is not the original water (moto no mizu).

(Hajoki, NKBT 30:23)
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4, Interjections (%%5%]) are noninflected autonomous words that express emotion,
draw the attention of the listener, or respond to a question. For example, &4 (ah),
iz (my!l).

Bz, 3 5 &K U. ANA urayamashi.

My! (Ana) How enviable. (Tsurezure, sec. 167, NKBT 30:225)

5. Attributive words (%H:‘%%j) are noninflected autonomous words that modify
nominals. They differ from adjectives and verbs in that they are not conjugated. For

example, 3 % (a certain), & H )5 (every), LY ip B (so-called).

3 e ¥ U g
Vidip 37 0, BERC hus b, IWAYLRU origoto, tsugi-biwa kore nari.

This was the so-called folding koto (iwayuru origoto) and portable lute (tsugi-biwa).
(Hajaki, sec. 3, NKBT 30:37)

1.9 Modifying Words

A modifying word ("1%’?6%%) directly modifies or describes the following word or
phrase. Some modifying words (verbs, adjectives, and adjectival verbs) are inflected, and
some (attributive words and adverbs) are not inflected. An attributive word modifies a
nominal, and an adverb modifies an inflected form.,

Modifying words are divided into two general categories: continuative modifying
words and attributive modifying words. Attributive (rentaikei) modifying words (%a:
E%%) modify nominals. In the following example, the adjective fukashi (deep), in
the rentaikei, or attributive form, modifies the noun mizu, “water”

gﬁ?ﬁb&% U % U. FUKAKI mizu wa suzushige nashi.

Deep (fukaki) water (mizu) has no (nashi) sense of coolness (suzushige). (Tsurezure,
sec. 55, NKBT 30:135)

L3l T

nAk?

Continuative (ren’ykei) modifying words (B /] & #§ 7&) modify inflected forms.
In the following example, the adverb ito (very) modifies the adjectival verb aware-nari
(moving).

Zoxx b, W\WeHiINED. Tera no sama mo, ITO aware nari.

St N .5 el

e e

i e AR A it il bt
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The appearance (sama) of the temple (tera) is very (ito) moving (aware nari). (Genji,
Wakamurasaki, NKBT 14: 178)

Nonmodifying words (interjections and conjunctions) cannot modify nominals

or inflected forms.

|.10 Parts of Speech

h
The eleven parts of speech (l;'::,‘;‘ﬁ‘l;ﬂ) just described belong to one of three fundamental cate-
gories: (1) autonomous words / dependent forms, (2) inflected forms / noninflected forms,

or (3) modifying words / nonmodifying words. These categories are related as follows:

Parts of speech
|
Dependent forms Autonomous words
Inflected Noninflected Inflected Noninflected
Auxiliary verbs  Particles Verbs Adjectives Adject!val verbs

Cannot become subject

Can become subject

Nonmodifying Modifying Nominals
Interjections Conjunctions Attributive words Adverbs
(modify nominals) (modify inflected forms)
Pronouns Nouns




Orthography and Pronunciation

nELTs
The writing system for classical Japanese, now called the historical kana system (BESE

n R S AN 2 72 S
{RA&EV), differs from the modern kana system (BfG{R4E\>), which is used in
contemporary Japanese. The historical kana system was used until the writing reform

initiated by the Japanese government in 1946, shortly after World War II.

2.| Table of Fifty Sounds
Cw IBA

z ¥
The historical kana system is summarized in the table of fifty sounds (I + & [X]), which
was established in the Heian period.

TABLE OF FIFTY SOUNDS
a-vowel i-vowel  u-vowel e-vowel o-vowel

a-row ) » ) Z B
k-row ya) -3 < o =
s-row x L £l ¥ X4
t-row d 5 D- 4 &
n-row ko i< A 12 D
h-row & G BN ~\ B
m-row Es H i & )
y-row Ny » 0 A X
r-row 5 D % h A
W-row D ) ) 2 %z

The table of fifty sounds consists of ten “rows” (%ﬁ)—a-row, k-row, s-row, and so
on—with five vowels each: 4, i, u, e, and o. With the exception of the first row, each row
starts with a different consonant: &, s, £, n, h, m, y, r, and w. The i and the e vowels in the
y-row are the same as the i and e vowel grades in the a-row, and the u-vowel grade in the
w-row is the same as the u-vowel grade in the a-row. Accordingly, there actually are
forty-seven different sounds in the fifty-sounds table. Today, two of those kana, the &
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(wi or i) and the 2. (we or e) in the w-row, are no longer in use, leaving forty-five differ-
ent sounds in modern Japanese.

2.2 Voiced Sounds

In modern Japanese the surname L& can be read at least two different ways, as
Yamazaki or as Yamasaki. The sa is referred to as seion (%%I), or “clear sound, as
opposed to za, which is referred to as dakuon (%%J), or “voiced sound.” This distinction
between clear and voiced sounds, which existed from as early as the Nara period, is not
made in the table of fifty sounds. Therefore, the following “voiced” kana are needed to

supplement the fifty-sounds table:

g-Tow yak & < F Z
Z-TOW & r g A 3
d-row z B =) e el
b-row %4 U B ~ 3

Note that #-row, m-row, y-row, r-row, and w-row kana never have voiced sounds.
In addition to the voiced sound, there is a “half-voiced sound,” or han-dakuon
XA BA

(38, found in the A-row. The half-voiced sound is marked by a small circle in the

upper right-hand corner.

p-TOW %4 65 BN ~N £3

The voiced s-row U and the voiced t-row % originally were pronounced differently, but
by the Muromachi period they overlapped, as did the voiced s-row §" and the voiced ¢-
row 3. Today, therefore, the historical kana © and -3 are read the same way as U and
9" are, respectively. For example, the classical Japanese adverb \»3< (izuku, where)

becomes VY3 < (izuku, where) in modern Japanese.

2.3 Sound Changes

A new sound that emerged in the Heian period and that does not appear in the fifty-
1X28A
sounds table is the n (A), or “nasalized sound, hatsuon (#7F). The n is used, for

i ot i i e, i
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example, when a medial or final mu is shortened to n. For example, yomi-te (&% T)
became yon-de (& A,C). For more on sound changes (onbin), see appendix 2.

2.4 Pronouncing Historical kana

For modern readers, the main adjustments in the pronunciation of historical kana are in
w-row and h-row kana.

2.4.1 w-Row Pronunciation

1. In modern Japanese, o (or wo, %) is used only for writing the case particle %, but in
classical Japanese it also appears as an interjectory particle and a conjunctive
particle and is widely used in multisyllabic words. This % is now pronounced the
same as the modern Japanese 33 (o).

% & T (33, otoko, man), A7 (&, onna, woman), % A%te (e, ogamu, to
pray), ¥ &9 (87", mosu, to speak)

2. In modern Japanese, the kana @ (wi) and 2. (we) are pronounced V> (f) and % (e).

H d R 2
Eﬂé (inaka, country), 3% (mairu, to go), ¥ (koe, voice), &i? (emu, to
smile)

2.4.2 h-Row Pronunciation

H-row i, O\ &, ~, IZ are pronounced either ha, hi, hu (fu), he, ho, or wa, i, u, e, o,
depending on their position in a word.

1. When an h-row kana appears at the beginning of a word, it is pronounced the same
as in modern Japanese.

X7 (gﬁ, nose) is pronounced hana; 57 (ﬁi‘, letter) is pronounced fumi.

2. When an h-row kana appears in the middle or at the end of a word, it is pro-
nounced wa, i, &, e, or o.

i
J1] (river) is pronounced 3 (kawa); % (evening) is pronounced KV> (yoi);
" \ 3

E\IE (when one says) is pronounced ;;.";’{_ X (ieba); ‘%D (hut) is pronounced
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s ~
WY (iori); 5% (house) is pronounced VM % (ie); %ﬁ' (front) is pronounced %
Z (mae). The particle i, which indicates the topic of a sentence, is pro-

nounced wa (32) in both classical and modern Japanese.

2.5 Pronouncing Long Sounds

A “long sound” (Eg %) is a vowel lengthened by adding 5 () or & (hu). Long sounds
probably did not exist in the ancient period and probably are the result of the influence
of Chinese graphs or compounds. The following are the basic rules for the pronunciation

of these long sounds in historical kana:

2.5.1 a-Vowels

When an a-vowel (as in g, ha, ma, wa, etc.) is followed by either « or A, it is read as 3
3 (0).

tg L (honorable) is pronounced & % & U (totoshi).

B30
Ei‘(‘ (imperial consort) is pronounced Z 5 \> (koi).

2.5.2 i-Vowels

When an i-vowel (as in ki, ri, shi, etc.) is followed by u or Ay, it is pronounced i 5 (yi).
té]ir'gi (a province in Kyiishi) is pronounced U & 9 A% (Hyuga).
%7‘; D (sudden) is pronounced ¥ 1 5 ¥ D (kyi-nari).
%5\ (to say) is pronounced b 5 (yd).

2.5.3 u-Vowels

When a u-vowel (as in ku, yu, etc.) is followed by u or hu, it is pronounced 5 5 (G).
é& (to eat) is pronounced 9 (ka).

% 5 (to tie) is pronounced & 5 (yi).
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2.5.4 e-Vowels
When an e-vowel (as in ke, te, ke, etc.) is followed by u or hu, it is pronounced X 5 (yo).

'g,é (today) is pronounced & X 5 (kyo).
% (important part) is pronounced X 9 (y6).

Th ' >
@ (butterfly) is pronounced % X 9 (ché).

2.5.5 o-Vowels

When an o-vowel (as in o, ko, etc.) is followed by either # or hu, it is pronounced
B (0).

;‘ES\ (to pursue) is pronounced 355 (6).

Advanced Study and Reference
2.5.5A The Iroha Poem

Sometime between the middle and the late Heian period, someone composed the
iroha-uta (@éi&ﬁ), iroha poem, which later became one of the models for the
forty-seven-kana system. The poem has traditionally been attributed to Kikai éﬁ%
(774-835), the founder of Japanese Shingon Buddhism. The iroha poem uses forty-
seven kana in a seven-five pattern without repeating any of them.

WABIRICENE 5D %% DHhXTEhT DRELE 3HDELR
KUSCTATHETEZDHHL RVLET.

If the kana are voiced (using dakuten) and characters are added, we get a five-seven
syllabic imay6 (popular) song.

Wa | k@ 5 BERE B 5 T

BITENE BO 0B %, BOMEE BEo 6. BHOR S B

B OB A
T, REBR U BrO &89 Iro wa nioe-do chiri-nuru o, waga yo tare zo
tsune nara-mu. Ui no okuyama kyé koe-te, asaki yume mi-ji ei mo sezu.

Even if the colors (iro) (of the world) are brilliant (rice-do), they end up fading
(chiri-nuru)! In our world (wa ga yo), who is immortal (tsune-nara-mu)? (No
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one.) Today, crossing over (koe-te) the distant mountain (okuyama) of illusion
(ui), 1 do not intend to see (mi-ji) shallow (asaki) dreams (yume) or to be
intoxicated (ei mo se-zu). (Nioe-do is the izenkei of the yodan verb niou, “to be
brilliant,” and the conjunctive particle do. Chiri-nuru o is the ren’yokei of the
yodan verb chiru, “to scatter;’ the rentaikei of the perfective auxiliary verb nu,
and the interjectory particle o. Tsune nara-mu is the noun tsune, “permanence;’
the mizenkei of the copular nari, and the rentaikei of the speculative auxiliary
verb mu. Mi-ji is the mizenkei of the kami-ichidan verb miru, “to see,’ and the
shushikei of the negative intentional auxiliary verb ji. Ei mo sezu is the ren’yokei
of the yodan verb eu, “to be intoxicated,’” the bound particle mo, the mizenkei of
the sahen verb su, and the shishikei of the negative auxiliary verb zu.) Note that
in the voiced version the iroha poem uses the w-row kana i & (), e & (),

and o % (3) for the same sounds as a-row kana \», X, and 35.




Verbs

3.1 The Six Inflected Forms

Verbs, _adje;:tives. adjectival verbs, and auxiliary verbs have six inflected forms: the
mizenkei (imperfective form), rem’yokei (continuative form), shiishikei (final form),
rentaikei (attributive form), izenkei (perfective form), and meireikei (imperative form).

B AW
3.1.1 The Mizenkei (& #& 1), or Imperfective Form

The mizenkei (literally, “not-yet-realized”) form generally indicates action that has not
yet taken place. It is followed by an auxiliary verb of intention (ji, mu, muzu), conjecture
(mashi), desire (mahoshi, namu), or negation (zu); by the conjunctive particle of
hypothesis (ba); or by the final particles of desire (baya, namu). Because the negative zu
often follows the mizenkei, it is sometimes called the negative form.

ﬁtx <, %%E&}_‘d’. Tsuki naku, yuki mo FURA-zu.

There is no (naku) moon (tsuki), and the snow (yuki) does not fall (fura-zu). (Sara-
shina, NKBT 20:515) (Fura-zu is the mizenkei of the verb firu, “to fall} and the
shtishikei of the negative auxiliary verb zu.)

3.1.2 The Ren'ydkei (%;H; ?é‘). or Continuative Form

The ren’yokei (continuative) form indicates that the action or process expressed by the
verb is either taking place or has already taken place. The ren’yokei is often followed by
an auxiliary verb (ki, keri, kemu, tsu, nu, and tari) that indicates that the action has
already occurred or been carried out. The ren’yokei also is followed by a conjunctive
particle (te, tsutsu, nagara) indicating simultaneous or continuative action. For this
reason it is sometimes called the conjunctive form.

L)
W% T LD . Ame makoto ni FURI-nu.

The rain truly (makoto ni) fell (furi-nu), (Makura, sec. 99, NKBT 19:151) (Furi-nu is
the ren’yokei of furu, “to fall; and the shishikei of the auxiliary verb nu, which
indicates the completion of action.)
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Lwd Lt
3.1.3 The Shiishikei (& 1E 7), or Final Form

The shishikei (final) form marks the end of the sentence and indicates that the action is
taking place in the present (except when marked by a temporal marker like mukashi,
“long ago””) The shiishikei can also be followed by an auxiliary verb (beshi, meri, ramu,

rashi, hearsay/suppositional nari) expressing speculation about the present.
B &
VWE EMCRRE . Isasaki-ni ame FURU.

The rain (ame) falls (furu) little by little (isasaka-ni). (Tosa, NKBT 20:38)
NAZW
3.1.4 The Rentaikei (& {4 J%), or Attributive Form
The rentaikei (attributive) form directly modifies a nominal (noun, pronoun) or an
implied nominal.
Hd we & &
ME C\ER578. Ame majie yuki FURU yo.

An evening (yo) in which snow (yuki) falls (furu), mixed (majie) with rain (ame).
(MYS, vol. 5, no. 892, NKBT 5:99)

WEAL

3.1.5 The Izenkei (E.ZATF), or Perfective Form

The izenkei (literally, “already-realized”) form generally indicates that an action has
already taken place. It is often followed by the conjunctive particle ba (because, when) or
the concessive particle do/domo.

HPDELY %l&ﬂ#i .. . Akatsuki yori ame FURE-ba . . .

Because rain (ame) had been falling (fure-ba) since (yori) early morning (akatsuki) . ..
(Tosa, NKBT 20:38)

BT
3.1.6 The Meireikei (it 45 7%), or Imperative Form

The meireikei (imperative) form indicates a command. With some verbs it is customary
to add the emphatic final particle yo.

i ES W&
M i, = F. FURE, FURE, koyuki.

Fall (fure)! Fall! Powdered snow (koyuki). Tsurezure, sec. 181, NKBT 30:238)
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3.2 Regular Verbs

Verbs (ﬁ%ﬁ) usually describe or explain an action, With the exception of the irregular
rahen verb conjugation, all shishikei (final) forms of the verb end with the vowel u. Of
the nine verb conjugations in classical Japanese, five are regular and four (kahen, sahen,
rahen, nahen) are irregular. The nine verb conjugations are

Regular conjugations
X
yodan Eé Four-grade conjugation
kami-ichidan B ‘Eﬁ Upper one-grade conjugation
shimo-ichidan m‘t‘% Lower one-grade conjugation
kami-nidan _@ Upper two-grade conjugation
shimo-nidan 'Ié__% Lower two-grade conjugation
Irregular conjugations
f ~,
kahen A {? ﬁ%‘ k-row irregular conjugation
sahen Wi = a% s-row irregular conjugation
n 3
rahen %k r-row irregular conjugation
CA
nahen 5‘ ﬁj%k n-row irregular conjugation

The vowel grades are divided into upper grade (@, i) and lower grade (e, o), with u
considered to be a middle or neutral grade. The verb conjugations are identified by the
number of vowel grades (dan) and by whether the vowels appear in the lower grade or
the upper grade.

The yodan (I;Elmﬁﬁ), the four-grade conjugation, has four different vowel grades (,
i, 4, e).

The kami-ichidan &‘;’f’éﬁ)’ the upper one-grade conjugation, has one vowel
grade (i) in the upper grade.

The kami-nidan (J:_.%), the upper two-grade conjugation, has two vowel
grades (i and %), one of which is in the upper grade.

The shimo-ichidan (Elgféﬁﬁ), the lower one-grade conjugation, has one vowel
grade (e) in the lower grade.

Mot hig ook L

.__‘_.
hgs
[ R

e st L

RV o e
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The shimo-nidan (F_ER), the lower two-grade conjugation, has two vowel

grades (« and €), one of which is in the lower grade.

3.2.1 Yodan Verbs

32 27

kKA
Yodan (BUE) verbs, the four-grade conjugation, have four different vowel grades (a, i, u,

e) in the stem.

Yodan
HE MZ RY S RT 1Z MR
a-grade [
Upper
i-grade [6,
Middle u-grade 5 &
Lower e-grade NN
o-grade
&
An example is kiku ([ <, to listen).
Stem Stem Frequently followed by
mizenkei kika &h ENLAT
ren’yokei kiki EE 7z, T
shiishikei kiku %<
rentaikei kiku Z< 2k, kE
izenkei kike =171 £, 8%
meireikei kike =171

Mizenkei: F;ﬁ?b\'@?;:}uﬁ D) 3. KIKA-de nan arikeru.

She would »ot listen (kika-de). (Ise, sec. 23, NKBT 9:126) (Kika-de is the mizenkei of
the yodan verb kiku, “to listen,” and the compound particle de, which combines the

negative auxiliary verb zu and the conjunctive particle te. Nan is a sound change of

namu, an emphatic bound particle.)

Ren'yokei: T 0)%& Et%Z, dclL&ALEL, F;é]% T ... Ko-no uta-domo o, sukoshi yoro-

shi to, KIKI-te.. ..
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1 listened (kiki-te), thinking (to), “These (ko-no) songs (vta-doma) have some (sukoshi)
merit (yoroshi).” (Tosa, NKBT 20:41) (Kiki-te is the ren’yokei of kiku and the conjunc-
tive particle ze,)

Shishikei: %{%ﬁf/ﬂ 75’:[% < . Natsu wa hototogisu o KIKU.

In the summer (natsu), 1 listen (kiku) to the cuckoo (hototagisu). (Hajéki, NKBT
30:37) (Kiku is the shashikei of kiku.)

Rentaikei: UE { %@%é_(%ﬁﬁb‘& U 2. Naku shika no koe KIKU toki zo aki wa
kanashiki,

When (toki) 1 hear (kiku) the voice (koe) of the crying deer (naku shika), autumn (aki)
is sad (kanashiki). (KKS, Autumn, no. 215, NKBT 8:144) (Kiku toki is the rentaikei of
kiku, modifying the nominal toki, “time.”)

Izenkei: (T2 & %’?‘E% < %f%ﬁc:f %’é‘% ICi¥ D. Hototogisu naku koe KIKE-ba toki
sugi-ni-keri.

When I heard (kike-ba) the call (koe) of the cuckoo (hototogisu) singing (naku), (I felt
that) time (toki) had passed (sugi-ni-keri). (MYS, vol, 14, na. 3352, NKBT 6:409) (Kike-
ba is the izenkei of kiku and the conjunctive particle ba, indicating time,)

Meireikei: %ﬁ, &< %@ Nanji, yoku KIKE.

Hey you (nanji), listen closely (yoku kike)! (Konjaku, vol. 2, NKBT 22:165) (Kike is the
meireikei of kiku.)

Of all the conjugations, the yodan has by far the largest number of verbs.

3.2.2 Kami-ichidan Verbs

BB .
Kami-ichidan ( __tb—ﬁ) verbs, the upper one-grade conjugation, have, in the stem, one
vowel (i) in the upper grade.

14
6 M
AN
B ¢
g ¥
&
1
T &
i
= 1‘
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Kami-ichidan

&

"3 MZ RY SS RT IZ MR
a-grade

Upper

i-grade & B HB HB HN AKX
Middle u-grade

e-grade

Lower
o-grade

An example is miru (%,Z,;, to see).

Stem Stem Frequently followed by
3
MZ mi R 9,35,
RY mi %, e, T
sS miru 2
RT mie B3 Tl bE
1Z mire %.’h 8%
MR miyo %,J:

bh b %4
Mizenkei: ﬁ%é_ﬁ_}u Z & ...Ware-raoMI-nkoto...

As for trying to look (mi-n) at us (warera) ... . (Tsurezure, sec. 194, NKBT 30:251) (Mi-
n is the mizenkei of miru, “to see;” and the rentaikei of the intentional auxiliary verb
mu, which has undergone a sound change to ».)

I3 2
Ren’yokei: % 7&%%0%. Tsuki na MI-tamai so.

Don't look (na mi-tamai so) at the moon (tsuki)! (Taketori, NKBT 9:59) (Na mi-tamai
so is the negative adverb na, the ren’yokei of miru, the honorific supplementary verb
tamai, and the negative imperative final particle so.)

s kBRA &
Shushikei: gogﬁﬁ B 3. Haru wa fuji-nami o MIRLI.

—

In the spring (haru wa), we look at (miru) the waves (nami) of wisteria (fuji). (Hojoki,
NKBT 30:37) (Miru is in the shushikei.)




30 - 3.2 Verbs

b A
Rentaikei: i='§, ﬁ el "5'7:' klc R%%O)ﬁh‘: . . . Ware asa-goto yi-goto ni MIRU take no

nakani...

The inside (naka) of the bamboo (take) that I look at (miru) every morning (asa-goto)

and every evening (y@-goto) . . . (Taketori, NKBT 9:29) (Miru take is the rentaikei of
miru, modifying take, “bamboo?’)

Izenkei: 3&%@%&@@1 . . . Himegimi no kao o MIRE-ba . . .

When they (her parents) looked (mire-ba) at the face (kao) of the noble’s daughter
(himegimi) . . . (Tsutsumi, Haizumi, NKBT 13:425) (Mire-ba is the izenkei of miry and
the conjunctive particle ba, together indicating temporal causality.)

Meireikei; %&%Z@& h& ﬂfé?%.ck. Io to tori to no arisama o MIYO,

Look at (miyo) the appearance (arisama) of fish (io) and birds (tori)! (Hojoki, NKBT
30:43) (Miyo is the meireikei of miru.)

There are about ten verbs in the kami-ichidan category. _

miru %6 To see iru %6 To cast
niru ' {E{% To resemble iru %% To sit
niru %é To boil mochiiru Eﬁ A To use
hiru :tlr-“'é To dry up iru 32 To lead
iru ﬁi% To shoot kiru . %6 To wear

These kami-ichidan verbs are used to create compound verbs like hiki-iru 2*579 s

(to lead), kokoro-miru (zﬁﬁ %, to try), and kaeri-miru (’%;J # %, to look back on).

3.2,3 Shimo-ichidan Verb

RANT DY
The one shimo-ichidan (T —EX) verb, the lower one-grade conjugation, has one lower-
grade vowel (e) in the stem.




Regular Verbs 3.2 31

Shimo-ichidan
]
ﬁé MZ RY SS RT 1Z MR
NIeer a-grade
i-grade

Middle u-grade

e-grade J g 35 5 th B&

Lower il

5
This shimo-ichidan verb is Bt % (keru, to kick).

Mizenkei:

Ren’yokei:

Stem Stem Frequently followed by
MZ ke % '5’, U’ Gf
RY ke % eh, T
7
SS keru ﬁ%
[;
RT kew B @ ck k=
1Z kere xg) g, 2%
MR keyo ﬁ&

b‘mﬁO%biﬁ BieD L% R ic THEICIF D . Ka-no tenyaku no suke wa
KE-rare-tari-shi o, yamai nite shi-ni-keri.

That (ka-no) assistant director (suke) of the Medical Ministry (tenyaku) was kicked
(ke-rare-tari-shi), and he ended up dying (shi-ni-keri) of illness (yamai). (Ochikubo,
vol. 4, NKBT 13:247) (Ke-rare-tari-shi is the mizenkei of the verb keru, “to kick,’ the
ren’yakei of the passive auxiliary verb raru, the ren’yokei of the durative auxiliary verb
tari, and the rentaikei of the recollective auxiliary verb ki.)

LB ¥ cL & &1 b0 .

% b 5, BB BN T, B EilRHBEN 013D, Kashira KE-
wara-re, koshi fumi-ora-re-te, omeki-sakebu mono okari-keri.
There were many (6kari-keri) who had their heads (kashira) kicked and split open (ke-

wara-re-te), whose hips (koshi) were stomped on and broken (fumi-ora-re-te), and
who screamed (omeki-sakebu). (Heike, vol. 5, Fujikawa, NKBT 32:374) (Ke-wara-re is
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the ren’yikei of keru, the mizenkei of waru, “to split open;” creating a compound verb,
and the ren’yokei of the passive auxiliary verb ru.)
et

Shashikei: X ¥ % b TLé‘ﬁ‘D%é . Sato yori-te issoku-zutsu KERLI.
He quickly (sato) approached (yori-te) and kicked (keru) with each foot (issoku-zutsu).
(Ochikubo, vol. 3, NKBT 13:164) (Keru is the shashikei.)

Rentaikei: rﬁ&ﬁé%i)&l Mari o KERU koto ka.
“Do you mean (koto ka) to kick (keru) the football (mari)?” (Likiyo, vol. 4, NKBT 90:
334) (Keru is the rentaikei.)

Meireikei: & O%J: . Ko-no shirt KEYO.
Kick (keyo) these buttocks (shiri)! (Lfjishii, no. 31, NKBT 27:114) (Keyo is the
meireikei of keru.)

3.2.4 Kami-nidan Verbs

Kami-nidan (I'% verbs, the upper two-grade conjugation, have, in the stem, two
vowels (i and u), one of which (f) is in the upper grade.

Kami-nidan
T MZ RY S RT 1Z MR
bas (e £x
Middle u-grade ¢ <3 Ch
Lower ¢-8rade

o-grade

A, T
An example is sugu (3 <', to pass).
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Stem Stem Frequently followed by
MZ sugi i%% g, 5 8
RY sugi ;15% v, T
SS sugu 111‘5;’1. <
RT suguru i@(“% P
1Z sugure ié <Sh £, 8%
MR sugiyo EE X

Mizenkei: TDIZ ¥ Jé%‘ & ... Ko no hodo SUGI-ba. ..
If one passes (sugi-ba) this period (ko no hodo) . . . (Genji, Wakana ge, NKBT 16:377—
78) (Sugi-ba is the mizenkei of sugu plus the conjunctive particle ba, indicating a
hypothetical.)
vs b

Ren’yokei: BDHHX | ?E,;‘;Eé’ “C ... Hiru no akasa ni mo SUGI-te...
Surpassing (sugi-te) even the brightness (akasa) of noon (hiru) . . . (Taketori, NKBT
9:63) (Sugi-te is the ren’yokei of sugu and the conjunctive particle te.)
gra  wE 4

Shishikei: Y& R %18 <. Kiyomi-ga-seki o SUGUL.
We pass (sugu) the barrier (seki) at Kiyomi. (Izayoi, SNKBT 51:193) (Sugu is the
shiishikei.)

+ s
Rentaikei: 575 L { @ 65%‘% L s U. Munashiku SUGURU koto o oshimu-beshi.

You should (oshimu-beshi) regret passing your life (suguru koto) in vain (munashiku).
(Tsurezure, sec. 108, NKBT 30:177) (Suguru is the rentaikei of sugu.)
L EA T
Izenkei: ROFT A\ SNHIE . . . Ie no mae o SUGURE-ba . . .
When we passed (sugure-ba) the front (mae) of the house (i€) . . . (Sarashina, NKBT

20:522) (Sugure-ba is the izenkei of sugu and the conjunctive particle ba, together
indicating temporal causality.)
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Meireiket: 139 < ¥ &. Hayaku SUGIYO.

Quickly (hayaku), pass by it (sugiyo)! (Makura, sec. 99, NKBT 19:149) (Sugiyo is the
meireikei of sugu.)
8 B3
There are many kami-nidan verbs, including #< (oku, to wake up), % (otsu,

to fall down), and fb’j (hazu, to be embarrassed).

Advanced Study and Reference
Kami-nidan verbs include three y-row verbs, which can be confusing.
%@ (oyu, to age): %‘« Y, %*b‘, %@, %@6. %@h, %b\J:
899 (kuyu, to regret): B>, H50>, H519, #0190 5, fEoh, v &
(149 g ol < {153 @< ied
W (mukuyu, to return a favor): 3\, V>, M, Wb 3, Hidh, Hi &

3.2.5 Shimo-nidan Verbs
L S_l\_'-_f! A
Shimo-nidan (T Z_B) verbs, the lower two-grade conjugation, have, in the stem, two

vowels (4 and e), one of which (e) is in the lower grade.

Shimo-nidan
3
B/ MZ RY S§ RT I1Z MR
Upper a-grade :
i-grade
Middle u-grade D D3 Dh
Lower ©¢8rade T T &
o-grade

An example is kuru (éé, to grow dark).
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Stem Stem Frequently followed by
MZ kure <h 9, 8,
RY kure < h 7‘0: D ’ T
SS kuru K3

RT kururu %% ce, b=

1Z kurure R3h 2, 8%
MR kureyo Chk

s S =
Ren’yokei: < TS E%H;. Kakute kyo KURE-nu.

Thus (kakute) today (kyo) came to an end (kure-nu). (Tosa, NKBT 20:49) (Kure-nu is
the ren’yokei of kuru and the shiishikei of the auxiliary verb nu, which is perfective.)

b 5 o]
Shishikei: Tl D HEED, Ame  furi, hi KURL.

The rain (ame) fell (furi), and the sun (ki) went down (kuru). (Oku, Nasu, NKBT
46:73) (Kuru is the shiishikei.)

£
Rentaikei: 2 313 ¥IlclX ... KURURU hodoniwa . . .

While (hodo ni) the day was coming to an end (kururu) . . . (Tsurezure, sec. 137,
NKBT 30:204) (Kururu is the rentaikei.)

Izenket: %% hiFbarLbic i&'{}b‘a. KURURE-ba morotomo ni ki-ai-nu.

Since the day came to an end (kurure-ba), they both (morotomo) came and met.
(Yamato, sec. 147, NKBT 9:312) (Kurure-ba is the izenkei of kuru plus the conjunctive
particle ba, indicating cause.) '

<
Meireikei: |% %;ﬁé {Eh kb U. Hi mo toku KUREYO kashi.
/
May the sun set (kureyo kashi) soon (toku)! (Konjaku, vol. 16, NKBT 24:435) (Kureyo

is the meireikei.)

There are many shimo-nidan verbs, which is the second most common conjuga-
tion after the yodan: % < (uku, to receive), }%‘D (sutsu, to abandon), E:EX (kurabu, to

b
compare), and K5 (motomu, to seek out).
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Advanced Study and Reference

The shimo-nidan con)ugatlon includes verbs such as {5 (u,tobeable) (%, %, 5, 5
3,5, 2 X&) andﬁ (fu, to pass time) ("\, ~\, &, 53, 54, “\&) in which the
stem and the inflected ending overlap.

Shzmo-mdan verbs also include W-Tow verbs like Jlﬁj (uu, to plant) (JI;EQ,

m,aﬁo 15 %, 5 1L A K) and 15 (u, to starve) {15, B8, 15, 81
5 5, ﬁﬂ')d’l,ﬁﬂ,ﬁ&) '




Irregular Verbs

4.1 Irregular Verbs

AL

Irregular (Z£#&) verb conjugations do not conform to the rules followed by the five regu-

lar verb conjugations. The irregular verb conjugations are nahen, rahen, kahen, and sahen.

4.1.1 Nahen Irregular Verbs

J

b LS5 \APL
Nahen (F&) verbs have an n-row irregular conjugation (7 fiff‘ ﬁ?&). The primary

example is shinu, “to die.’

Stem Stem Frequently followed by
MZ shina e T8
RY shini e kD, T
SS shinu ﬁilfb
RT shimru  FeaB Tk, LE
1Z shinure ?lEH;lh g, 2%
MR shine 5tk

L [N
The only two verbs that belong to this category are shinu (JE#h , to die) and inu (£¥3, to
go, to leave). (The perfective auxiliary verb nu also has a nahen conjugation.)

L WL L
Mizenkei: 5E75; Gi‘—‘ﬁﬁ"f“ﬁﬁﬁ /. SHINA-ba issho de SHINA-n.

If we are going to die (shina-ba), let us die (shina-n) in one place (issho). (Heike, Hojuji
kassen, vol. 8, NKBT 33:158) (Shina-ba is the mizenkei of shinu, “to die;” and the
conjunctive particle ba, indicating a hypothetical condition. Shina-n is the mizenkei
of shinu and the shishikei of the auxiliary verb mu, indicating intention. N is a

nasalized sound change from mu.)

HLic L (¥ S 3
Ren’yokei: B \C3EIC, ¥ 1CHEE B350 . . . Ashita ni SHINI, yabe ni umaruruy

narai . . .
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A way of life (narai) in which people die (shini) in the morning (ashita ni) and are
born (umaruru) in the evening (yibe ni) . . . (Hojoki, NKBT 30:23) (Shini is the
ren’yokei of shinu.)

L
Shushikei: ‘?}?ﬁﬁ WKESNTbEBICTEWw. Hono ni magure-te tachimachi ni SHINU.,

They are engulfed in (magure-te) the flames (hond) and immediately (tachimachi-ni)
die (shinu). (Hojoki, NKBT 30:25) (Shiny is the shishikei of shinu.)

v, L v
Rentaikei: ii NI B A ... Unare-SHINURU hito . . .

A person who is born (umare) and then dies (shinuru) . . . (Hojoki, NKBT 30:23)
(Shinuru is the rentaikei of shinu.)

Izenkei: *Xtia\ { ?LEHM’LL;!{‘ ... Mata kaku SHINURE-ba . . .

Furthermore (mata), since I am going to die (shinure-ba) like this (kaku) . . . (Ochikubo,
book 4, NKBT 13:208) (Shinure-ba is the izenkei of shinu plus the conjunctive particle
ba.)

2 b gk L B
Meireikei: 2”30)7%. ‘lé U, &L FEhbh L EES. Kita-no-kata, nikushi, toku SHINE kashi

to omou.

The principal wife (kita no kata) thought (to omou), “Despicable (nikushi). Die
quickly (toku shine kashi)!” (Ochikubo, vol. 4, NKBT 13:210) (Shine is the meireikei.)

Helpful Tips

The nahen conjugation is identical to the yodan conjugation (in having four vowels, g, ,
u, and e in the stem) except for the rentaikei (nuru) and the izenkei (nure), which are

irregular.

Nahen

L

JE¥ MZ RY SS RT 1Z MR
a-grade 7%

Upper
i-grade Ic

Middle u-grade ¥ 3 hh

Lower S i

o-grade




¥ *w'wj
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Historical Note

Beginning in the mid-Edo period, the nahen verb ?%Ha (inu, to leave) became a
yodan conjugation. At about the same time, ﬁ:‘,kh (shinu, to die) became a yodan
verb, marking an end to the nahen verb.

Both the nahen verb, shinu (to die), and inu (to leave) are similar in that they
have to do with disappearing. The same can be said of the perfective auxiliary verb

nu, which marks the end of an action and also has a nahen conjugation.

4.1.2 Rahen Irregular Verbs

&

A & INABL
Rahen (%) verbs have an r-row irregular conjugation (3 17 ﬁﬂ@) The primary example

is ari (to be).

Stem Stem Frequently followed by
MZ ara 515) 9,85,
RY ari Ho 1
SS ari Hb
RT aru H5 GRELFEE
1Z are dph & E%
MR are Hh

&

R
Mizenkei: YR E 83 © . Fukaki yue ARA-n.

There is probably (ara-n) a profound reason (fukaki yue). (Tsurezure, sec. 236, NKBT
30:279) (Ara-n is the mizenkei of ari, “to be;” and the shishikei of the auxiliary verb

mu, which here is speculative and has undergone a nasalized sound change to ».)

thLl&EC

Ren’yokei: & 3B 3 D} D . Mukashi otoko ARI-keri.

It is said (keri) that long ago there was (ari) a man (otoko). (Ise, sec. 2, NKBT 9:111)

(Ari-keri is the ren’yokei of ari and the shiishikei of the auxiliary verb keri, meaning

hearsay past.)
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) 2 3]
Shashikei: )5 031%73 DAICT, 5&%?35 D) . Tsuki no miyako no hito ni-te chichi haha ARI

“I am (ni-te) a person (hito) of the capital (miyako) of the moon (tsuki), and I have
(ari) a father (chichi) and mother (haha)” (Taketori, NKBT 9:60) (Ari is the shashikei
of ari.)

L (2
Rentaikei: = OEC 3 5 % . Ko-no kuni ni ARU mono.

Something (mono) that exists (ni aru) in this (ko-no) country (kuni). (Taketori, NKBT
9:33) (Ni aru is the locative case particle i and the rentaikei of ari.)

v
Izenkei: X @‘bﬁliéUUAOD DL % B L. Sasuga ni sumu hito no ARE-ba naru-beshi.

As I had expected (sasuga-ni), it is no doubt (naru-beshi) because there are (are-ba)
people (hito) who live there (sumu). (Tsurezure, sec. 11, NKBT 30:98-99) (Are-ba is
the izenkei of ari and the conjunctive particle ba, which indicates cause.)

ry
Meireikei: W3 IZbHh, LIFUIKIEB =22 % . . . Izuku ni mo ARE, shibashi tabi-
datchi-taru koso . . .

Wherever (izuku) it may be (are), when you travel (tabi-dachi-taru) for a while
(shibashi) . . . (Tsurezure, sec. 15, NKBT 30:102) (Are is the meireikei of ari.)

Helpful Tips

The rahen conjugation is identical to yodan conjugation (with four vowels, &, i, u, and e
in the stem) except for the shishikei form (ri), which is irregular. In modern Japanese, the
rahen became the godan, a variation of the yodan. All verb conjugations end in u except
for that of the rahen, which ends in ri.

Rahen

»Y MZ RY SS§ RT 1Z MR
a-grade 5

Upper
i-grade D D

Middle u-grade 7

Lower s noh

o-grade
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Advanced Study and Reference

There are only four rahen verbs: ari (7% h, to be), ori (é D, to be still, to sit), haberi
(‘{%D, to serve a superior), and imasogari (\VEZH D, to be). Imasogari (mod.
Jpse: W5 o L % %) is the honorific form of ari and ori. Ari, ori, imasogari, and
haberi also function as supplementary verbs, following the ren’yékei of the main

verb. All four of these verbs pertain to existence or a continuing state.

o f‘l‘(h g éﬂ E#,.... tate-re-domo ORE-domo.

. . . whether standing (tate-re-domo) or sitting (ore-domo). (MYS, vol. 5, no. 904, NKBT
5:119) (Ore-domo is the izenkei of the verb ori, “to sit, and the concessive conjunctive
particle domo.)

& LS g0y hE o
%E‘bi, YIFDBich LT & D TE 5 )%, Yoshikage wa kirido no waki ni
kashikomari-te zo HABERI-keru.

Yoshikage waited (kashikomari-te) by the side (waki) of the side door (kirido), ready to
be of service (haberi-keru). (Masukagami, Mikamiyama, NKBT 87:295) (Haberi-keru is
the ren’yokei of haberi, “to serve a superior;’ and the rentaikei of the recollective keri,
“tied” to the emphatic bound particle zo.)

%0)3‘%}: DHT 7":73‘11‘% & E'ﬂ'b \EFH DT 0. So-no mikado no miko Takaiko
to mosu-IMASOGARI-keri.

There was (imasogarikeri) a child (miko) of that emperor (mikado) called (to mdsu)
Takaiko. (Ise, sec. 39, NKBT 9:133) (Mdsu is the rentaikei of the verb mésu, “to call’
modifying an implied “person.” Imasogarikeri is the ren’yokei of imasogari, “to be,” and
the auxiliary verb keri.)

Historical Note

Ori, haberi, and imasogari all emerged from the verb ari, “to exist, to be;” which
&H
might be called the “master” raken verb. I-ari (& D) (ren’yokei of iru, “to sit,’ plus
2 o Sy, “
ari) became ori (% Y, to be still, to sit). Hai-ari 203 D (ren’yokei of hau, “to
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crawl,’ plus ari) became haberi (iX-2 Y, to serve a superior). Imasu-ka-ari (E?‘Qﬁ
& D) (literally, “to have a place to sit”) became imasogari (NEZH D) (honorific
“to be”).

The i at the end of the shisshikei of a rahen verb indicates existence or a con-
tinuing state. In this regard, the rahen verbs are very similar to adjectives, which
also end in i and also describe a continuing state. For example, the adjective takashi
can be interpreted to mean “to be tall”

From the end of the Heian period through the beginning of the Kamakura
period, the rentaikei of the rahen verb began to be used as the shashikei, turning the
rahen verb into a yodan verb. The shishikei of ari, “to be” became aru, which is
what it is today in modern Japanese. The raken conjugation does not exist in
modern Japanese,

4.1.3 Kahen lrregular Verb

2

The one kahen ( 717%) verb has a k-row irregular conjugation (71?%'
<
ku 3, which means (1) to come, (2) to go, and (3) to visit, arrive.

"\Z,#ﬁf). This verb is

Stem Stem Frequently followed by
MZ ko z 3,8, 1E
RY ki E-3 feb, T
SS ku {
RT kuru ) T, bx
17 kure {h g, 8%
MR ko(yo) Z(K)

In the Heian period, the meirekei was normally ko.

Mizenkei: %ﬁﬁ@‘m\{f% H %‘ﬂz{r &9 %. Aki-kaze fuka-mu ori zo KO-mu to suru.

I will come (ko-mu to suru) when (ori) the autumn wind (aki-kaze) blows (fuka-mu).
(Makura, sec. 43, NKBT 19:92) (Ko-mu to suru is the mizenkei of ku, the intentional
auxiliary verb mu, the case particle to, and the rentaikei of the verb su, “to do)
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LAZLSA
Ren’yokei: h @D & i _§T§ /¥ © . Ka no morokoshi-bune KI-keri.

That Chinese boat (morokoshi-bune) came (ki-keri). (Taketori, NKBT 9:42) (Ki-keri is
the ren’yokei of ku and the recollective auxiliary verb keri.)

Shashikei: 0 £ & 7e 23 & 55 UIC L . Hitobito taezu toburai ni KU.

People (hitobito) ceaselessly (taezu) came (ku) to visit (toburai). (Tosa, NKBT 20:32)
(Ku is the shishikei of the verb ku.)

»FEF 4,04 < &
Rentaikei: |JD 75 & O N E 1=K 2. Yama no kata yori hito amata KURU oto-su.

There was the sound (oto-s#) of many people (hito amata) coming (kuru) from the
direction (kata yori) of the mountain (yama). (Sarashina, NKBT 20:501) (Kuru is the
rentaikei of ku.)

nn
Izenkei: %ﬁ%hb;ﬁ FED\B 7% D . Haru KURE-ba kari kaeru nari.

Since spring has come (haru kure-ba), 1 hear (naru) the wild geese (kari) returning
(kaeru). (KKS, Spring 1, no. 30, NKBT 8:110) (Kure-ba is the izenkei of ku and the
conjunctive particle ba, indicating causality. Kaeru-nari is the shishikei of the verb
kaeru, “to return,” and the auditory/hearsay auxiliary verb nari.)

Meireikei: r%@fﬁ. i B%Tj@ 1 So-no ko kochi i-te KO.

“Bring (i-te-ko) that (so-no) child (ko) here (kochi)!” (Yamato, sec. 169, NKBT 9:341)
(I-te-ko is the ren’yokei of the kami-ichidan verb iru, “to lead;” the conjunctive particle

te, and the meireikei of ku.)

Kahen

% MZ RY S§ RT I1Z MR
a-grade

Upper
i-grade S

Middle u-grade < % <n

Lower e-grade

i

o-grade

Z(&K)
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4.1.4 Sahen Irregular Verbs

2N
Sahen ('lj“’\zl:) verbs have an s-row irregular conjugation (- f%‘ ?i“%é) The primary verb is
su 9 (to do).

Stem Stem Frequently followed by
MZ se A 9,8,
RY shi L TC D 20
SS suU g

RT sury ) e, &
1Z sure Th g, 8%
MR seyo ¥ &

As an intransitive verb, sy means that a certain situation “exists” or “occurs” As a transi-
tive verb, su can mean (1) “to do” or (2) “to place” (in a particular situation).

Mizenkei: #’Etw‘;ﬁ & f%[ I LS. Shina-nu kusuri mo nani ka wa SE-mu.

What would I do (nani ka wa se-mu) with medicine that prevents death (shina-nu
kusuri)? (It would be of no use.) (Taketori, NKBT 9:66) (Se-mu is the mizenkei of su
and the intentional auxiliary verb mu.)
mB®H W EL

Ren’yokei: -, @Jd)zﬁc]: D &\ /2 < L T. Naga-ame rei no toshi yori mo itaku SHI-te.
The long rains (naga-ame) were more intense (itaku shi-te) than in usual (rei) years
(toshi). (Genji, Hotaru, NKBT 15:430) (/taku shite is the ren’yokei of the ku adjective

itashi, “intense;” the ren’yokei of the sahen verb su, “to occur” and the conjunctive
particle ze.)

Lc -
Shitshikei: ' &3 7% FI& ... Otoko mo SU-naru niki ...

A diary (niki) that I hear that men keep (su nari) . . . (Tosa, NKBT 20:27) (Su naru is
the shashikei of the sahen verb su, “to do,” and the rentaikei of the hearsay auxiliary
verb nari.)

LirlL ve i b
Rentaikei: £ D A@%@E?‘é‘ 3. Mukashi no hito no sode no ka zo SURU.

It had the scent (ka zo suru) of the sleeve (sode) of a person (hito) of the past
(mukashi) (whom I knew intimately), (KKS, Summer, no. 139, NKBT 8:130) (Zo suru
is the emphatic bound particle zo and the rentaikei of su, “to make?)



Irregular Verbs 4.1 45

EH3nHiC

)
Izenkei: +— H®D H% L ks g . . . Jiaichi-nichi no tsuki mo kakure-na-mu
to SURE-ba . ..

When the moon (tsuki) of the eleventh day was about to disappear (kakure-na-mu to
sure-ba) . . . (Ise, sec. 82, NKBT 9:160) (Kakure-na-mu to sure-ba is the ren’yokei of
the shimo-nidan verb kakuru, “to disappear;,’ the mizenkei of the perfective auxiliary
verb nu, the shishikei of the speculative auxiliary verb mu, the case particle to, the
izenkei of su, and the conjunctive particle bz, indicating temporal causality.)

) BN
Meireikei: % ICDIED TEHA%ER K. Ky6 ni nobori-te miya-zukae o SEYO.

Go up (noborite) to the capital (kyo) and serve at the imperial court (miya-zukae wo
seyo)! (Yamato, sec. 148, NKBT 9:316) (Seyo is the meireikei.)

Helpful Tips

The sahen verb su is frequently combined with Sino-Japanese nouns to create verbs like
ET (to accompany), %‘?‘ (to love), and %‘?" (to bow, show respect). There are also
words with a sound-change to #n-zu, as in & %f (honorific “to see”), %‘?’ (to believe),
and %}u'ﬁ” (to value).

Aside from such compound verbs, there are only two sahen verbs: s« (to do) and
the honorific verb owasu 33139 (honorific “to be”).

Sahen verbs are similar to shimo-nidan verbs except that the ren’yokei form (shi

instead of se) is irregular.

Sahen

g MZ RY S§ RT 1Z MR
a-grade

Upper
i-grade L

Middle u-grade 3 T35 Th

Lower GUELR, &

o-grade
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Historical Note

Originally, the only sahen verb was su (), but su combined with other words to
form new verbs that ended in su.

From the end of the Heian period and after, the rentaikei form suru (to do) of
the sahen verb began to be used as the shizshikei form (in Heike monogatari and
other texts), which is the way it is today in modern Japanese.

Points of Interest

By far the most widely used verb conjugation is the yodan conjugation. The next most
common is the shimo-nidan, followed by the kami-nidan, a very distant third. The other
six conjugations are limited to a small number of verbs. Aside from compounds and
nasalized variants, the four irregular conjugations (kakhen, sahen, nahen, and rahen) add
up to only nine different verbs (see appendix 8).

kahen 5?&

sahen 9, BET

nahen §LEHQ, ?%Ha

rahen HD, 20,13, VEZHD

4.2 Transitive and Intransitive Verbs

Intransitive verbs (égﬂ}ﬁ%) describe action that takes place on its own accord, whereas
transitive verbs (fﬁ’.é;?%]) describe action that is imposed on someone or something else.
Transitive verbs always have an object, which is generally marked by the case particle o
or wo (%). Also note the following possibilities:

1. Intransitive and transitive verbs may have the same conjugation.

BnEE
R < The rain pours down. (yodan intransitive verb sosogu)

33 z%
7K % < Pour the water. (yodan transitive verb sosogu)

2. Intransitive and transitive verbs may have different conjugations.

?;_’t? i ; " . oy
IR ICE D To grow up in the capital. (yodan intransitive verb sodatsu)
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27t
% B D To raise (the child). (shimo-nidan transitive verb sodatsu)

2

xht
%5 The water flows. (shimo-nidan intransitive verb nagaru)

*7\—3'{

ﬁ‘é‘ To let the water flow. (yodan transitive verb nagasu)

4.3 Supplementary Verbs

12 Lr¥

Supplementary verbs (5 @J?ﬂ) function like auxiliary verbs, augmenting the main verb
that they follow. Supplementary verbs follow the ren’yokei of the main verb.
In the following examples, the same verb is used first as an independent verb and

then as a supplementary verb.
E%__éﬁ DX D . Otoko ARI-keri.

There was (ari) a man (otoko).

bhidEcs %DLC 3 59", Ware wa saru mono ni-ARA-zu.

1 (ware) am not (ni ara-zu) that kind (saru) of person. (Ni ara-zu is the ren’yokei of
the copular nari, “to be;’ the mizenkei of the supplementary verb ari, and the negative

zZU.)

Ari is an independent rahen verb meaning “to ex1st” “to live,’ or “to possess,’ but
1 L&

it also functions as a supplementary verb (f#iB) @J“J) that follows the ren’yokei of
adjectives, adjectival verbs, and copular auxiliary verbs (nari) and indicates the existence
of that particular condition.

Ls . BAE LE o
B = HI& %45 3. Shiroki onzo o TAMAU.
He gave (tamau) a white robe (on-zo). (Tamau is a yodan honorific verb meaning “to

bestow.’)

BLE

llé & @K%E%Iy\ Shiroki onzo o ki-TAMALUL

She wore (ki-tamau) a white robe. (Ki-tamau is the ren’yokei of the kami-ichidan verb

kiru, “to wear? and the shiishikei of the yodan honorific supplementary verb tamau.)

Tamau is an honorific verb meaning “to bestow;” but it came to be used primarily
as an honorific supplementary verb that turned the verb it followed into an henorific
verb. For more information about honorific supplementary verbs, see chapter 18.
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4.4 Sound Changes in Verbs

BAY
Sound changes (éé), which make words easier to pronounce, began in the Heian

period and included four fundamental sound changes in verbs.

BATUA
4.4.1 i-Sound Change (f ¥ %)

Ki, gi, and shi in yodan verbs became i. The consonants &, g, and s dropped out, leaving
only the vowel, and sometimes the consonant was followed by a voiced conjunctive par-
ticle, as in de for ze. '

% & T (ren’yokei of kaku, “to write,” + conjunctive particle te) — %L,_\"C

D75 & T (ren’yokei of tsunagu, “to connect;’ + conjunctive particle te) = DXL T

BAUA
4.4.2 u-Sound Change (%7 I {#)

Hi, bi, and mi in yodan verbs became .
HoE BT
4t UT (ren’yokei of arasou, “to fight,” + conjunctive particle te) = %t 5T

X [
§: UT (renyokei of yorokobu, “to delight in;’ + conjunctive particle te) — J% 9T

13OBAUA
4.4.3 Nasalized Sound Change (8} 5 {i#)

Bi and mi in yodan verbs and i in nahen verbs became a nasalized # followed by a
voiced conjunctive particle (as in de for te) or a voiced auxiliary verb (as in dari for tari).

4
ﬂg“‘( (ren’yokei of tobu, “to fly,’ + conjunctive particle ze) — iﬁé_‘(
fﬁgi 7= O (ren’yokei of tsumu, “to pick,” + auxiliary verb tari) — ffjﬁ_}z 7zb
&
’ﬁ'ﬁgi T (ren’yokei of yomu, “to read,” + conjunctive particle te) — ’?,.;,j*-.;_}g‘@

L
FEIC T (ren’yokei of shinu, “to die;’ + conjunctive particle te) — ﬁbEé‘(
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ELBATA
4.4.4 Compressed Sound Change ({ % &)

Chi, hi, and ri in yodan verbs and ri in rahen verbs became tsu. Although the small tsu

appears in the Heike monogatari (14th c.), tsu did not consistently become a small tsu
until the Edo period.

: »n n
%E_"C (ren’yokei of katsu, “to win,’ + te) — %2’(‘ - %2 T

&L &L
B 12D (ren’yokei of omou, “to think, + te) = BDO7z b — B o7z

3 D T (ren’yokei of ari, “to be;’ + te) > HDT—H> T



