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s HE following Letters are pub-

w2 lifh’d ar the Solicitation of par-
ticular Fricnds, who are of Opi-
nion, that they will anfwer {eve-
12l good Ends, as they may not only direék
the Lorms requifite ro be obferved on the
moft important Occafionss but, what is
more to the Purpofe, by the Rules and
Inftructions contained in theni, contri-
bute to mend the Heart, and improve the
Uniderflanding.

NATURE, ProPRIETY Of CHARACTER,
Prain SExse, and GeneErAL UsEg, have
been thc chicf Objeéts of the Author’s
Attention inthe penning ot thefe Letters s
and as hc cvery-where aimed to write
to the Fudgment, rather than to the
Imagination, hcwould chufe, that they
11291.11d generally be found wmore @/éfuf
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than gzvertzng : Tho’, wherethe Subje&ts
require Strokes of Humonr, and innocent
LRallery, it will be feen, perhaps, that
thc Method he has taken, was the
Effe&t of Choice; and not mercly of
Neceffity.

The Writer is no Friend to long Pre-
faces 5 but it may be neceflary, howcever,
to {ay, what he has azmed at in this Pcr-
formance ; and to leave his Mer:t in the
Execution of it, to proper Judges.

He has endeavour’d then, in general,
throughout the great Variety of his Sub-
jects, to inculcate the Principles of Virtue
and Benevolence; to dclcribe properly,
and recommend ffrongly, the SociaL and
RELATIVE DUTIES; and to place them
in {uch praé#ical Lights, that the Letters
may f{erve for Rules to THINK and AcT
by, as well asForms to WRITE after.

Particularly, he has endeavourcd to
point out the Duty of a Servant, not a
Slaves the Duty of a Mafter, not a Ty-
rant 3 that of the ‘Parent, notas aPerfon
morofe and {four, and hard to be plealed;
but mild, indulgent, kind, and {uch an

one as would rather govern by Perfuafion
than Force.

He



PREFACE.

~ Hc hasendeavour’d to direét the young;

Man in the Choice of his Friends and
Companions ; to excite him to 4Ds/-
gence 3 to difcourage Lxtravagance,
Sottibnefs, and Fice of all Kinds.

He has aimed to {fct forth, 1n aVariety
of Cafes, to botrr Sexces, thc [nconve-
nicncics attending unfizztable Marriages s
to cxpofe the Folly of a Zztigious Spirit 5
to confolc the Unbappy; to comfort the
AMourrer : And many of thele by Argii-

ments, tho’ eafy and famuliar, yct new
and #xcominon.

With regard to the Letters of Coitrs-
frzp, the Author has aimed to point out
fuch Mcthods of Addrefs, to a young
Man, as may {tand the Teft of the Parenss

_?zm’gmem‘ as well as the Daughter's
Opinzon ;s and, at the famc time, that they
{hould not want the proper Warmth of
Expreflion,which Complaifance, and Paf-
fion for the beloved Objeét, infpire, (and is
{fo much expeéted in Addrefles of this Na-
turc) they fhould have their Foundation
laid in common Senft, and a manly Sin-
certty 5 and, in a Word, be fuch as a
prudent IV oman nced not bluth toreceive,
nor a difcreet Man be afhamed to look

A3 back



P REFACE.
back upon, when the dowbit ful Courtflep is
changcd into the mair. Sinonial Certainty.

With this View he has alfo attnmptc.d
to expofle the ewrpty Lot yhes, and zuco-
berent Rbapfodies, by which fhallow
Heads, and a’qufﬂz;‘zrf flearts, endeavour
to exalt their Mitireles into Gw/d(ﬁ.s' in
hopces of having it in their Power to fink
them into the Chara&ers of the moft Cre-
dulons and Feol:h of thicir Scx.

?“”bﬂ?z.", A lld [J(Z(c'!(’.i‘ of f{i.{gﬁpfﬁﬂrf 723
}arrzmw hic 1*35} rticularly endeavour’d
to guard againiithc infidious Arts of their
Jlartering and felf:/b Dependents, and the
f:»’zzm...../m....e Addrciies of Forture-bi HHLET S,
thoic Beafts of Prey, as they may well be

called, who fprecad their Swares for the
innocent and z‘/:fo:ngt!fj& Heart.

Thefe, among other no lels material
Objeéts, have been the Author’s principal
Aim : How well he has fucceeded, mutt,
as has been hinted, be left to the Judg-

ment of the candid Readcer.
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