Christopher's Hill, "Clarissa Harlowe and Her Times."
 (245 words, without notes)
Hill considers a claim by H.J. Habakkuk (in "Marriage Settlements in the Eighteenth Century"), that marriage was increasingly subordinated to the increase of landed wealth.  The result was that “the father became in effect life tenant of the estate. The eldest son came to occupy a unique position of authority; and the estate, the family property, acquired greater importance than the individual owner"(102).   "'[P]rofound changes . . .  in attitude  to the family and to land' . . .  were related to the necessity of adapting landownership to a society in which standards of expenditure were set by those whose wealth derived from sources other than land, and in which taxation fell heavily on landowners" (103).  

Hill claims not only that in Clarissa, Richardson “examine[s] the effect on individuals of property marriage” (107) but that his novel “represents the supreme criticism” of such marriages and that as such “it is a culmination of the Puritan tradition” (115).

Richardson challenges convention and "establish[es] the principle that chastity of the mind is more important than chastity of the body" (116).   "Clarissa's standards . . . are those of the Puritan ideal, not those of conventional market morality. . . .  [Her] attitude is a logical application of the protestant theory of justification by faith, with its emphasis on the inner intention of the believer" (116).  [Thus the novel exposes the rift between the Puritan ideal and "conventional market morality" (116).

Christopher's Hill, "Clarissa Harlowe and Her Times." (without title, 153 words)
In light of a claim by the historian H.J. Habakkuk that marriage in the 18th century was increasingly subordinated to the increase of landed wealth (in a society becoming increasingly capitalistic in its sources of wealth), Christopher Hill claims Richardson “examine[s] the effect on individuals of property marriage” (107) and that his novel “represents the supreme criticism” of such marriages. As such the novel “is a culmination of the Puritan tradition” (115).
Richardson challenges convention and "establish[es] the principle that chastity of the mind is more important than chastity of the body" (116).   "Clarissa's standards . . . are those of the Puritan ideal, not those of conventional market morality. . . .  [Her] attitude is a logical application of the protestant theory of justification by faith, with its emphasis on the inner intention of the believer" (116).  Thus the novel exposes the rift between the Puritan ideal and "conventional market morality" (116).

� From Essays in Criticism, V (1955), 315-40.  Rpt. Samuel Richardson: A Collection of Critical Essays, ed., John Carroll.  Twentieth Century Views (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1969), pp. 1-2-123).  Pagination here from the TCV collection.


� Interesting claim: The isolation Clarissa suffers can be compared to the isolation of Bunyan’s Christian and Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe: “[Such isolation of the individual] is of a piece with that individualism which the new bourgeois society created, in reaction against the corporate loyalties and customs of subordination which had united feudal society" (114). 








